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honourable part in some form of democratic government, and
that this can only be done in the vernacular. Film and radio will
play important parts in these mass and adult education schemes,
but a literate population is necessary to carry out anything more
than a superficial raising of the standards of living and of
knowledge. A vast mass of reading material is necessary for the
general advancement of the people. This side of the question
is dealt with by Miss Wrong in her essay on "Literature and
Literacy in African Colonies." But we may say here that it
Involves a deeper and wider study of the vernaculars by both
African and European; it means that Africans must write and
must learn to write. In our opinion no need in Africa is more
urgent than the training of African writers to undertake the task
of putting into the minds and hands of their people the modern
tools for general development, material, social, political and
spiritual.

We cannot envisage the question of language and the African
without considering the place of English in the British Colonies.
Does the increased weight on vernacular study we have sug-
gested imply the neglect of English ? By no means. A European
language and the vernacular are not mutually exclusive: bilin-
gualism is not impossible. There is an example of satisfactory
bilingualism in Africa itself: Afrikaans and English are used
in South Africa. In Canada many French are bilingual: in Swit-
zerland the people are frequently tri-lingual, and in Russia
there are many races in the eastern section of this vast territory
that speak and read their own language and Russian. Both are
taught and used in the schools. These recent experiments in
Russian education should be examined and their results carefully
observed: there is little doubt that we could learn much from
them that could be of use in Africa.

In the British territories, to be able to speak and read English
is likely to be an essential qualification for all men and women
with any pretension to an education beyond that of the simplest
primary grade. And a simple English can be taught in the primary
schools if this does not mean neglect of the mother-tongue*